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THE    REFLECTIONS,  &c. 


The  Question — will  the  present  excitement  in  matters  of 
Church  Government  and  individual  faith  be  beneficial,  or 
detrimental  to  the  interests,  spiritually,  of  the  community  or 
not,  is  so  momentous  that  it  cannot  be  too  much  discussed, 
or  too  deeply  considered.  Ostensibly  the  feeling  existent  is 
Papal  aggression — really,  is  it  not  more  some  indescribable 
fear  that  each  man  has  of  himself  and  of  his  neighbour  as  "  to 
the  hope  that  is  in  him."  That  there  is  a  wide-spread  feeling, 
natural  enough  to  Englishmen  and  historically  their  charac- 
teristic, to  resist  all  foreign  interference,  or  innovation  under 
whatever  pretence  it  may  be  offered,  a  sense  of  independent 
superiority  which  makes  the  nation  almost  una  voca  rise  at 
the  idea  of  any  foreigner,  wThether  Pope  or  King,  for  it 
matters  not  with  John  Bull,  presuming  to  meddle,  or  order  in 
any  matters  in  this  to  him  sacred  island  —  that  such  a  feeling 
is  truthful  there  can  be  no  doubt — but  among  the  educated 
classes,  among  the  reflecting  portion  of  the  people,  among 
those  who  habitually  attend  the  Church — not  as  a  custom  and 
habit  only,  but  really  for  devotional  purposes — what  is  their 
feeling  at  this  moment  ?  are  we  to  suppose  that  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land  has  been  aroused,  that  public  meet- 
ings, prepared  by  private  reflection,  and  as  we  do  hope  by 
private  prayer,  have  been  organized  and  held — that  the  Queen 
has  been  petitioned,  the  Bishops  invoked — without  each  man 
considering  "  the  hope  that  is  in  him" — God  forbid.  And 
hence  we  may  proceed  to  ask  what  is  the  effect  likely  to  be 
produced  by  this  religious  excitement  throughout  the  country  ? 
As  a  simple  Protestant  layman,  for  years  looking  forward  to 
those  changes  in  the  Church  which  should  bring  into  its  fold 
the  stray  sheep,  and  certain  that  though  some  would  be 
stubborn  and  some  disaffected,  the  Church,  with  the  Church 
service  properly  administered  would  leave  very  few  without  its 
pale,  the  Papal  aggression  is  deeply  interesting.  To  enumerate 
the  causes  of  dissent,  ultra  the  mode  of  performance  of  the 


Church  service  is  not  the  object  of  the  writer,  because  they 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  present  popular  excitement,  but 
it  is  a  very  serious  object  with  all  parties,  particularly  heads 
of  families,  to  ascertain  the  right  and  the  wrong,  and  the 
bearing  of  the  question  at  issue,  internally  as  regards  the  re- 
gulations of  their  own  families  and  the  Church  they  should 
attend ;  and  externally  for  the  peace  and  well-being  of  the 
empire.  If  the  point  at  issue  be  simply,  whether  the  Pope 
has  insulted  the  Queen  of  this  country  in  appointing  Bishops 
with  specified  Sees,  we  can  leave  that  to  the  Queen,  her 
Ministers  and  Parliament  to  determine ;  we  require  no 
addresses  to  our  own  Bishops,  for  they  could  not  be  hurt  in 
their  spiritual,  or  temporal  trusts,  by  any  foreign  insult  to 
their  Monarch.  It  cannot  then  be  merely  such  an  affront 
as  a  British  fleet  might  punish !  but  why  have  the  Bishops 
been  addressed  ?  why  have  their  replies  been  printed  and  cir- 
culated and  looked  to  by  the  public  as  a  teaching  ? — let  the 
Bishops  look  to  it,  and  ponder. 

Too  many  apparent  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  by 
far  too  many,  have  been  really  dissenters  from  that  Church, 
without  knowing  the  reason  of  the  faith  that  was  in  them  ; 
the  teaching  of  the  Church  has  been  alike,  however  contra- 
dictory, too  cold  and  too  dogmatic ;  the  former  the  Bishop  of 
London  and  others,  Tractarians  and  not  quite  Tractarians,  are 
now  disposed  to  give  up ;  but  in  their  hold  on  men's  minds, 
and  particularly  weak  women's,  they  have  endeavoured  to 
obtain  too  great  a  power :  they  have  thus  not  only  made  the 
service  what  it  ought  to  be,  warm,  rich,  inspiring  and  hal- 
lowed, and  which  by  itself  would  tempt  and  keep  all  men  and 
women  and  young  people  constant  attendants;  but  they  must 
insiduously  creep  on  to  the  worship  of  saints,  not  openly,  or 
pointedly,  but  by  decoration  of  the  Churches  and  Altars  on 
saints' days,  and  not  by  an  historical  or  Gospel  teaching  of  their 
virtues  and  benefits  to  mankind,  but  as  holding  them  up  as 
objects  of  adoration  and  recommending  fasting,  preaching 
always  of  martyrdom,  even  in  the  present  day,  as  a  necessary 
part  of  a  Christian's  life  ;  and  in  bowing  to,  and  adoration  at 
things  made  with  hands,  figures  placed  on  the  Altar  and  all 
the  other  follies,  which  instead  of  adding  to  the  devotional 
feelings  of  the  congregation  only  distracts  their  minds  and 
confuses  their  worship ;  certain  it  is,  that  if  Mr.  Bennett  and 
his  really  well-meaning  Curates  knew  how  the  educated  and 
rational  part  of  his  congregation  at  St.  Barnabas  regretted 
the  ultra  service  in  that  Church,  he  and  they  would  n 
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have  risked  his  own  office,  the  safety  of  his  flock,  or  de- 
stroyed the  real  good  he  was  doing,  by  introducing  meanless 
mummeries  to  the  detriment  of  the  legitimate  service ;  a 
warm,  spiritual  service  must  be  and  has  proved  to  be  the 
anxious  desire  of  a  large  majority  of  the  worshippers,  and 
many  would  put  up,  though  with  regret,  with  the  follies,  for 
the  sake  of  a  worship  otherwise  really  such  as  a  creature  may 
feel  satisfied  to  offer  to  his  Creator.  No  doubt  many  of  the 
constant  attendants  at  St.  Barnabas  so  felt,  and  rather  than 
lose  so  well  conducted  a  service,  passed  by  the  fooleries 
which  Mr.  Bennett  so  unaccountably  hangs  to :  and  this  is 
just  the  enigma — what  is  the  faith  that  is  in  us?  is  Mr. 
Bennett  a  Protestant,  or  a  Roman  Catholic  unacknowledged? 
if  a  Protestant  Minister  and  he  found  that  the  hidden  por- 
tions of  his  service,  or  rather  the  dumb  portions,  for  the 
teaching  and  preaching  has  never  been  Roman,  were  detri- 
mental to  the  religious  worship  of  all  his  Parishioners,  and 
created  an  excitement  instead  of  a  calm  and  holy  worship ; 
if  he  had  been  in  heart  and  soul  devoted  to  the  simple  teach- 
ing of  the  Gospel ;  if  he  had  considered  that  he  might  be 
separating  families,  making  dissensions  (as  he  has  done  in 
families ;)  if  in  fact  Mr.  Bennett  had  reflected  and  considered 
himself  a  disciple  of  the  Saviour,  instead  of  a  disciple  of  the 
celebrated  Bishop  of  Alexandria,  he  might  now  have  been  a 
blessing  to  a  large  and  mixed  parish,  who  would  have  vene- 
rated him  for  his  office,  and  who,  through  him,  might  have 
been  led  to  that  throne  where  all  Christians  look  for  happiness. 

Mr.  Bennett  has  chosen  the  foolish,  if  not  the  wicked  part — 
he  would  be  a  martyr  where  no  martrydom  exists — he  would 
be  a  great  man,  or  a  celebrated  man  without  the  talents  and 
stability;  he  might  have  been  a  good,  an  useful  man,  he 
never  can  be  a  great  one.  Mr.  Bennett's  sermons  are  good, 
not  fine — his  reading  fair,  not  excellent — his  manner  cunning, 
not  impressive.  Still  within  bounds  he  might,  has  been,  and 
would  be  a  most  useful  minister;  but  with  that  he  is  not 
content,  and  would  not  only  be  Paul  and  Barnabas,  but  some- 
thing more. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  understand  the  value  Mr.  Bennett 
places  on  the  ultra  services  and  decorations  of  his  Church; 
he  must  have  a  very  low  opinion  of  the  congregation  who  wor- 
ship there  to  suppose  the  attractions  to  be  the  monkish  dress 
of  the  Ministers  and  Vergers,  or  the  bowing  of  the  Choir  and 
Clergy  to  the  Altar,  or  the  attitudes,  or  the  postures,  or  the 
crossings,  or  in  fact  in  any  of  the   superfluous  efforts  at  devo- 
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tion  which  has  only  made  the  rational  attendant  sorry.  To 
suppose  that  any  well-read,  or  even  moderately-read  person 
did  not  regret  these  additions  to  the  simple  and  pure  form  of 
Protestant  worship  is  an  error  on  his  part — to  be  lamented  so 
far,  as  all  the  benefit  such  a  neighbourhood  might  have  derived 
has  been  lost.  Unhappily  our  Clergy  cannot  do  good  and  be 
content  with  it  in  moderation,  the  mere  duty  of  a  Minister, 
difficult  and  high  as  it  is,  does  not  suffice  for  their  morbid 
appetite,  there  is  either  cold  neglect  and  apparent  indiffe- 
rence— or  such  spiritual,  or  evangelical  teaching,  or  dominant 
gathering  as  leads  the  weak  astray,  destroys  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  families,  and  renders  women  unfit  for  wives  or 
mothers,  or  heads  of  houses  ;  and  this  brings  us  back  to  the 
original  question — what  is  to  be  the  result  of  ihe  religious 
excitement  which  causes  such  gatherings  and  produces  such 
discussions  from  John  o'  Groat's  house  to  the  Land's  End, 
and  even  to  benighted  Ireland  ? 

What  are  the  religious  wants  and  wishes  of  the  people  of  this 
island  ?  Torn  in  pieces  by  dissent — this  dissent  fostered  and 
encouraged  for  party  and  political  purposes,  what  is  to  be  done  ? 
The  Roman  Catholics  believe,  that  in  heart  England  is  half 
Roman;  is  this  true,  or  how  far  is  it  true?  these  are  really 
questions  of  great  import — it  may  be  said  they  are  too  deep 
and  too  important  to  be  discussed — the  truth  however  always 
does  good,  and  how  far  any  number  of  persons,  high  or  low, 
are  worshippers  according  to  the  tenets  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Chuich,  is  better  at  once  discovered,  than  that  the  hidden 
fire  of  discontent  and  doubt  should  exist  in  their  bosoms. 
But  here  we  come  at  once  to  the  difficult  point  in  our  desires  ; 
to  discuss  what  our  Church  practices  in  her  forms  sufficient 
to  satisfy  all  classes,  and  what  she  teaches  that  goes  beyond 
it  and  creates  doubt  and  dissent.  How  many  professing 
Christians  there  are  who  deny  the  Divinity  of  the  Saviour — 
how  many  there  are,  who  because  they  cannot  understand  wiD 
not  believe;  these  times  openly  lays  bare  to  sorrow  and  regret 
— why  is  this?  we  fear  our  Church  attempts  too  much  ;  instead 
of  guiding  men's  minds  by  rational  argument  and  teaching, 
instead  of  explaining,  leading,  and  persuading,  it  takes  the 
high  tone  of  dictation  ;  and  this  is  just  what  so  many  people 
will  not  acquiesce  in  ;  and  in  fact  the  independent  spirit 
which  pervades  the  minds  of  the  Protestant  community,  the 
feeling  that  the  Ministers  of  the  Church  are  men  of  like 
passions  with  themselves,  and  too  often  exercise  them,  that 
their  superiority  can  only  arise  from  their  personal  conduct. 
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abilities  and  learning,  the  kind  and  conciliatory  manner  in 
which  they  exercise  their  calling ;  that  the  high  church,  or 
dominant  feeling,  while  it  draws  the  enthusiastic  and  the 
weaker,  drives  away  those  who  prefer  their  own  judgment, 
however  untaught,  to  dogmatic  teaching,  and  swells  the  lists 
of  dissent  in  a  very  large  degree.  The  position  of  the 
Clergyman  while  officiating  in  his  ministry  would  pass  un- 
observed by  a  great  majority  of  any  congregation,  and  such 
points  could  hardly  appear  to  a  simple-minded  Protestant  as 
worthy  of  consideration;  what  particular  object,  or  benefit 
Mr.  Dodsworth,  or  Mr.  Bennett  can  attach  to  them,  seems 
equally  irreconcilable  with  their  both  being  men  of  education, 
good  in  themselves  and  really  desirous  of  doing  good  to 
others. 

Great  indeed  is  the  pity  that  the  Bishop  of  London  should 
not  only  have  tolerated  the  abuses  he  is  now  putting  down, 
but  should  have  fostered  and  almost  recommended  them — 
pity  it  is  St.  Barnabas  was  consecrated  under  Mr.  Bennett's 
ministry,  with  its  "  Holy  of  Holies,"  as  Mr.  de  Gex  calls 
the  choir  and  altar,  and  its  brazen  gates;  knowing  as  the 
Bishop  did  for  years  Mr.  Bennett's  extreme  notions.  He  may 
have  felt  that  a  church  in  that  district,  which  could,  would 
and  did  attract  large  and  attentive  congregations  of  worship- 
pers was  a  blessing;  that  enthusiastic  Curates,  willing  to 
devote  their  whole  time  and  means  to  the  poor  and  to  the 
Church,  might  bring  the  unbaptized  to  the  font,  the  indiffe- 
rent and  negligent  to  the  Church,  the  penitent  to  the  altar, 
and  that  the  means  was  of  less  importance  than  the  fact — 
if  so  the  Bishop  now  acting  under  the  pressure  of  public 
feeling  should  at  least  take  care  that  the  successors  to  those 
men  who  have  wrought  such  changes  in  the  minds  of  others, 
should  be  competent  and  willing  to  do  the  same  good,  leaving 
out  the  evil.  If  he  fancies  that  St.  Paul's,  Knightsbridge, 
will  fill,  and  do  its  duty  under  Mr.  Nugee,  as  it  has  under 
Mr.  Bennett — if  he  fancies  that  the  cold  nasal  service  will 
attract  as  the  chanted  service  does,  if  he  goes  in  fact  from 
one  extreme  to  the  other,  the  evil  will  again  arise  which  it  is 
now  attempted  to  correct.  Years  since  our  Cathedrals  were 
almost  deserted,  or  only  attended  for  the  afternoon  anthem ; 
how  different  is  the  state  of  things  now  !  And  if  the  Metro- 
politan Sunday  Morning  Service  commenced  at  an  hour  more 
congenial  to  the  habits  of  the  people,  it  would  be  crowded 
from  the  impressive  commencement  of  our  beautiful  Liturgy, 
as  it  is  of  an  afternoon.     A  quarter  before  ten  is  too  early  for 


8 

the  public,   and  however   it   suits  the   convenience   of  the 
Ministers  who  have  other  Church  duties  to  perform,  ought  to 
be  altered  for  the  extended  benefit  it  would  render  to  the  mul- 
titude, and  prevent  the  constant  ingress  of  persons  throughout 
the  service.     The  facts  however    prove    that   the    warmer, 
richer,    more  impressive  service  is  generally  required,    and 
that  is  by  no  means  inconsistent  with  the  simplicity  of  the 
devotion,  the  prayers  in   language   and  meaning  being  the 
same.    It  is  not  given  to  all  men  to  read  well,  or  impressively, 
and  where  a  portion  of  the  service  is  chanted  by  the  congre- 
gation it  not  only  relieves  the  monotony  of  the  same  voice, 
but  makes  every  person  a  positive  partaker  and  party  in  the 
service.     To  go  back  in  our  feelings  is  as  impossible  as  to 
deprive  the  habitues  of  the  opera  of  the  charms  of  fine  music, 
and  yet  expect  them  to  attend.      The   reception  given  to 
Mr.  Hullah  was  the  acknowledged  want  of  more  general  good 
singing  in  our  Churches  ;    as  well  may  we  propose   general 
puritanism,  for  which  the  minds  of  all  classes  were  never  less 
prepared,  as  to  suppose  that  to  keep  out  the  evil  of  Ro- 
manism we  must  destroy  the  beauty,  the  charm  of  our  holy 
service,  by  depriving  it  of  the  full  aid  of  music.     Let  any 
one  be  asked  his  first  impressions  on  hearing  at  St.  Paul's, 
the  Abbey,  or  any  well-done  service  in  our  Cathedrals,  the 
best  responses — the  "  Good  Lord  deliver  us,"  and  "  O  Christ 
hear  us,"  in  the  Litany;    the  response  in  the  Communion 
Service  between  the  Commandments;  and  it  will  be  found, 
in  thousands  of  cases,  that  the  first  real,  heartfelt  conside- 
ration, as  to  the  value  of  prayer,  arose  from  some  beautiful 
soul-stirring  response,  touchingly  delivered.      Are  such  feel- 
ings to  be  despised,  or  resisted  ?    Again,  who  in  our  ordinary 
public  worship  ever  really  felt  the  beauty  of   the  Psalms? 
When  enabled  to  follow  a  choir,  who  can  fail  to  do  so  ?     Of 
course  private  meditation  and  the  study  of  the  Scriptures  is 
wholly  omitted  in  these  observations,  and  the  public  worship 
in  our  Churches  alone  the  subject  of  consideration — a  subject 
it  would  be  impossible  for  any  head  of  a  family  not  to  be 
deeply   impressed   with,    for   the   private   explanations  and 
teaching  he  may  give  will  fall  very  dead  and  nearly   us 
unless  the  public  teaching  and  service  are  attended  to  and 
are  beneficial. 

What  then  is  required  of  the  Bishops  and  Ministers  at 
this  moment  ?  If  the  requirements  of  the  general  body 
of  the  people  be  the  service  of  our  Church,  simple  and 
impressive  as  it  stands  in  our  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and 


that  that  service  should  be  performed  in  the  best  possible 
manner,  without  the  aid  of  lights  and  altar  ornaments,  or 
genuflections,  why  should  it  not  be  ?  In  most  parishes,  if  the 
inclination  and  determination  existed  the  means  would  be 
found  ;  and  unless  as  education  spreads  we  carry  our  religion 
along  with  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  this  country 
will  divide  itself  into  Roman  and  Dissent.  Now  indeed  is 
the  time  for  all  in  holy  orders,  all  the  Ministers  of  Christ, 
to  bring  their  flocks  around  them  ;  not  by  strange  doctrines, 
or  abuse  of  others,  but  by  the  simple  unstrained  teaching  of 
Gospel  truths,  Gospel  hopes  and  Gospel  blessings. 

On  the  17th  Nov.,  Mr.  Bennett's  sermons  were  abuse  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  and  the  Church  of  England  as  connected 
with  the  State,  which  he  declared  would  flicker  and  soon 
die  away.  He  spoke  of  Heretic  Bishops,  a  nice  return  for 
the  moderation  of  his  Diocesan,  and  all  the  time  preached 
charity.  In  fact,  he  seems  to  have  courted  martyrdom,  and 
his  only  disappointment  will  result  in  the  fact  that  such  a 
thing  does  not  now  exist,  and  he  is  but  a  suicide ;  herein 
then  will  this  controversy  be  beneficial  or  not  ?  If  men  like 
Mr.  Bennett  so  far  forget  the  sacred  character  of  their  office 
as  to  use  the  pulpit  for  personal  abuse  and  personal  resent- 
ment, do  not  those  who  can  understand  and  judge  for 
themselves  ask,  what  is  necessary  to  bring  the  Protestant 
people  of  England  into  unity  and  peace  ?  Surely  this  is  the 
time  to  fix  positively  what  shall  and  what  shall  not  constitute 
the  forms  necessary  and  proper  to  be  observed  in  our 
Churches — beyond  which,  or  less  than  which,  no  Minister 
shall  proceed.  To  establish  chanting  for  any  part  of  the 
service  would  be  impossible ;  to  permit  it  by  general  consent 
beneficial.  The  very  fact  of  establishing  a  choir  is  an  interest 
in  religious  worship,  which  cannot  but  prove  serviceable. 
The  ignorant  and  prejudiced  might  delay  the  general  adoption 
of  what  they  cannot  feel  the  value,  but  even  this  would  give 
way  before  good  temper  and  the  reasonable  desire  of  others, 
and  eventually  lead  to  a  feeling  in  the  worship,  which  they 
have  hitherto  been  strangers  to. 

This  then  seems  the  appointed  time  for  the  Church  of 
England,  in  its  simple  form  of  worship  and  beautiful  form  of 
prayer,  to  gather  into  its  fold  all  the  doubtful  and  lukewarm, 
and  to  fill  the  temples  of  God  with  real  and  devout  Christians. 
It  is  evident  there  may  be  two  extremes,  each  equally  detri- 
mental— the  one  too  cold  and  leading  to  indifference,  the 
other  too  garnished  and  leading  to  Rome.      There  are  some 
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points,  as  connected  with  our  service,  to  which  objection  is 
made  by  Nonconformists — the  Creed  of  St.  Athanasius  for 
example.  Many  devoted  members  of  the  Church  would 
greatly  prefer  that  this  Creed  were  never  read  ;  to  enter  into 
the  objectionable  portions  of  it  would  be  to  open  a  controversy 
which  is  no  part  of  this  consideration,  further  than  to  point 
out  the  means  of  drawing  together  the  people  of  this  country 
into  the  Church ;  for  in  these  days  no  reasonable  man  will 
say  that  another  shall  be  damned  because  he  cannot  follow 
St.  Athanasius  in  his  style  of  stating  his  belief — any  more 
than  he  would  say  a  person  did  not  know  the  nature  of  a 
circle,  because  he  could  not  give  it  a  mathematical  definition. 
The  world  is  too  matter-of-fact — the  age  of  poetry  is  past ; 
and  as  each  person  in  this  day  of  figures  and  self  dependence 
will  judge  for  himself,  all  doctrine  which  strains  the  conscience 
should  be  left  in  the  schools  and  be  withdrawn  from  public 
service.  The  Apostolic  Creed  contains  all  and  every  thing 
necessary  for  a  Christian,  and  has  the  warrantry  of  proper 
authority — such  as  proceeds  alone  from  mere  man  uninspired 
should  be  rejected  by  a  Church  which  condemns  the  tra- 
ditions, authority  and  domination  of  man. 

Now  let  us  see  the  possible  effects  of  the  Papal  aggression. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  decided  step  which  has 
now  been  taken  by  the  Bishop  of  Rome  is  hastened  by  more 
than  one  consideration.  In  the  first  place,  Pio  Nino  as  a 
temporal  Prince  failed  in  his  efforts  to  extend  his  power  and 
authority  by  liberal  secular  acts,  and  knowing  that  in  his  own 
states,  and  very  much  in  all  other  Roman  Catholic  countries, 
the  people  were  either  bigot  or  unbelieving,  and  that  the 
Roman  citizens  were  especially  so  disposed  ;  he  has  assured 
himself,  or  allowed  others  to  assure  him,  that  his  spiritual 
dominion  must  be  upheld  by  the  ancient  and  intolerant  power 
of  his  Church,  The  runaway  footman  has  reflected  in  his 
absence  from  the  Vatican  that  the  faith  of  the  Romish  Church 
has  been  always,  and  can  only  be  upheld  by  blind  bigotry 
and  aggressive  domination.  The  powers  that  be  in  France 
feared,  not  the  introduction  of  the  Protestant  faith  there, 
but  the  destruction  of  all  religion  in  that  country,  and  that 
without  a  religion  and  a  church  France  never  could  be 
governed.  Bonaparte  with  his  clear  sight  felt  this,  and 
though  he  used  the  then  Pope,  he  insulted  him  at  the  same 
time,  so  he  showed  the  nation  a  religion  was  a  necessity, 
though  the  Pope  was  a  mere  tool.  Thus  now,  Louis  Napoleon 
has  upheld  the  Pope  as  an  instrument  to  secure  the  internal 
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peace  of  France.  Again,  the  King  of  Naples,  or  the  Two 
Sicilies,  diverted  the  attention  of  his  subjects  from  their 
political  wants  to  the  protection  of  the  head  of  their  Church. 
Even  the  Spaniards  are  hardly  less  priest-ridden  than  the 
Sicilians,  or  more  ignorantly  dependent  than  the  Neapolitans. 
Then  Austria  feels  her  vicinity  to  Switzerland  and  freedom 
of  thought,  and  perhaps  has  not  forgotten  John  Huss  and 
the  early  reformers.  It  became  thus  a  duty  of  Roman 
Catholic  Europe  to  replace  the  Pope  with  becoming  state  and 
power — it  has  become  necessary  for  the  Pope  to  extend  that 
power  to  the  uttermost  possible  limit,  not  only  to  erase  from 
men's  minds  his  disgraceful  flight,  but  to  retain  that  spiritual 
hold  which  has  lately  been  so  considerably  shaken. 

The  very  circulation  afresh,  and  the  discussions  arising 
from  the  remarkable  work  of  Fleming,  on  the  Rise  and  Fall 
of  Papacy,  with  its  prediction  that  the  year  1848  would  be 
the  commencement  of  the  downfall  of  the  Papacy,  would  be 
sufficient  to  induce  the  Romish  Church  to  take  the  offensive 
against  our  Church;  first  covertly  and  in  Ireland  —  then 
openly  and  aggressively  in  England.  Our  next  war  is  to  be  a 
war  of  opinion,  so  said  Canning.  Will  it  be  a  war  with  the 
sword  of  Steel,  or  the  sword  of  the  Word?  It  may  have 
been  begun,  and  we  ought  to  be  so  prepared  for  it.  Certainly 
this  a  time  for  each  and  all  of  us  to  be  able  to  give  account 
of  the  "  hope  that  is  in  us" — this  a  time  for  Conformists  and 
Nonconformists  of  all  grades  to  consider  whether  the  diffe- 
rences in  our  respective  modes  of  worship  are  such  as  to 
prevent  our  all  partaking  of  it  in  a  blessed  unity. 

The  connexion  of  the  Church  and  State — What  is  it  ? 
A  nominal  head.  Why  if  there  were  a  doubt  of  its  advan- 
tage, look  at  the  addresses  pouring  in  from  all  quarters! 
Dissenters  of  every  denomination  pressing  forward,  with 
praiseworthy  zeal,  to  second  and  support  the  Monarch,  as 
Head  in  England  of  its  Church,  against  the  insolent  conduct 
of  the  Head  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  !  What  does  this 
say  ?  What  does  it  prove  ?  That  a  Church  requires  a  Head  ; 
not  only  a  Spiritual  Head  in  its  blessed  Founder,  but  a 
Temporal  Head  upon  earth.  Hitherto  since  the  Reformation 
no  such  direct  pressure  has  arisen  as  would  make  a  Head 
necessary  as  a  protective  power  ;  freedom  in  religious  opinion 
and  the  peace  of  the  Church,  since  1688,  having  reduced  the 
Head  to  a  mere  name.  But  now  that  an  innovation  and 
direct  attempt  from  so  powerful  an  enemy  has  been  made — 
to  whom  would  the  people  apply,  to  whom  look,  if  the  Church 
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and  State  were  separate,  if  the  Monarch  had  no  direct  power 
in  matters  ecclesiastic  ?  Let  our  nonconforming  brethren 
reflect — let  them  consider  well  the  benefits  of  unity — the 
advantages  of  a  just  protection — the  lightness  with  which  the 
chain  hangs  on  the  necks  of  all  parties,  so  light  indeed  as  to 
be  unfelt  —  and  then  ask  themselves,  which  is  best  —  the 
supremacy  of  the  Queen,  or  the  domination  of  the  Pope. 

The  progress  of  knowledge,  of  science,  of  improvement — 
the  inventive  genius  of  the  age — the  wonderful  agency  of 
steam  and  electricity — have  so  engaged  and  engrossed  the 
time  and  minds  of  the  people  of  this  country ;  the  desire  of 
gain,  and  also  the  freedom  of  thought  and  opinion  on  all 
topics,  have  lulled  the  community  into  a  state  of  security, 
if  not  indifference,  on  the  subject  of  the  Papal  power. 
Some  time  since  the  Jesuits  were  said  to  be  actively  at  work 
throughout  the  country,  but  politics  and  trade  were  more 
important  than  religion,  and  nobody  cared,  if  anybody  believed 
the  fact.  The  revolution  of  1848,  if  it  did  not  altogether 
stop  the  efforts  of  the  Priests,  at  least  diverted  men's  minds, 
and  the  Puseyite  doctrines,  or  rather  forms,  were  treated 
more  as  things  past,  then  dangers  present.  The  Bishops,  many 
of  them,  if  they  did  not  expressly  countenance,  at  all  events 
did  not  condemn  and  prevent ;  and  though  Dr.  Blomfield  it 
appears  now  had  been  gently  hinting  to  Mr.  Bennett  for 
two  years,  yet  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury  had  seats  at  St.  Paul's, 
Knightsbridge ;  the  Prime  Minister,  Lord  John  Russell,  was 
an  attendant  and  supporter;  and  St.  Barnabas,  with  its 
ornamented  altar  cloths,  gew-gaw  chandelier,  enclosed  choir, 
and  brass  gates,  all  indicative  in  themselves,  besides  the 
additional  decorations  of  Mr.  Bennett's,  adding  visibly  to  the 
very  objections  the  Bishop  had  been  making  for  two  years, 
was  yet  consecrated  only  six  months  since.  Now  if  the 
storm  from  Rome  had  not  burst  over  the  country  as  it  has 
done,  and  when  it  did,  what  might  not  have  been  the  result  ? 
How  many  more  warm-hearted  earnest  worshippers  might  not 
have  had  their  faith  shaken?  In  truth,  it  has  been  said  the 
Pope  and  Dr.  Wiseman  were  in  too  great  a  hurry.  Mr. 
Bennett,  and  most  unfortunately  many  others,  were  doing 
the  Pope's  work  for  him,  far  more  certainly  than  his  open 
attack  is  now  likely  to  do  it ;  but  the  earnest  and  eager 
numbers  filling  such  Churches  was  warrant  sufficient  for  the 
attempt.  What  Mr.  Bennett  and  his  co-religionists  have  to 
answer  for  I  should  be  sorry  indeed  to  picture;  but  let  theffl 
turn  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sibthorpe,  who,   in  the  same  way  at 
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Ryde,  led  so  many  with  himself  from  the  Church,  and  then 
dissatisfied  with  his  new  creed  turned  hack  to  the  Church — 
leaving  his  poor  converts  where  ?  Oh !  that  they  may  not 
have  to  appear  against  him  hereafter. 

But  is  not  the  Bishop  to  blame  ?  When  a  parent  objected 
to  the  "  Holy  of  Holies,"  the  bowing,  the  altar  decorations, 
the  lamb  on  the  altar,  and  other  visible  signs  of  semi- 
Romanism — What  was  the  answer  ?  "  The  Bishop  of  London 
was  here  for  eight  days,  and  on  the  steps  of  the  eagle,  said 
I  there  is  nothing  to  be  objected  to  in  this  Church.'  "  What 
could  a  simple  layman  say  ?  This  the  Bishop  stated,  knowing 
as  he  did  know  Mr.  Bennett's  histioronic  propensities.  What 
does  the  Bishop  now  say  to  those  poor  young  people  who  have 
braved  their  father's  opinion,  set  at  nought  his  wishes  and 
advice,  to  attend  Mr.  Bennett's  Church  ?  which  the  Bishop 
has  since  shut  up,  or  caused  the  Minister  to  resign. 

For  years  Mr.  Dodsworth's  Church  in  Albany  Street  has 
been  celebrated,  and  fully  attended;  whether  from  the 
preaching,  or  the  mode  of  performing  the  service.  Mr. 
Bennett  has  always  been  an  attractive  Minister  —  his  over- 
flowing congregations  at  St.  Paul's,  Knightsbridge  —  his 
raising  the  funds  to  build  St.  Barnabas,  its  college  and  resi- 
dences, fully  bear  witness ;  that  he  is  not  a  first-rate  Preacher 
all  who  have  ever  heard  him  must  be  aware.  His  sermons 
are  good,  and  his  manner  and  delivery  self-confident,  but 
they  leave  no  impression.  Still  Mr.  Bennett,  we  repeat,  was 
just  the  sort  of  man  to  bring  the  mind  to  the  service  itself — 
its  beauty,  its  value,  its  usefulness,  alike  temporally  and 
spiritually ;  and  the  evening  service,  at  eight  o'clock,  at 
St.  Barnabas,  shorn  of  its  unnecessary  parts,  was  a  blessing 
to  all,  and  they  were  many,  who  attended  it.  If  the  service 
had  been  gone  through  with  a  feeling  of  apparent  indifference 
— if  our  beautiful  and  most  impressive  Church  service  has 
failed  for  long  years  to  excite  those  feelings — if,  in  fact,  the 
Sunday  has  passed  through  without  exciting  a  hallowed 
thought  to  even  the  anxious  attendant  at  its  services — the 
fault  does  not  lie  with  those  services,  but  with  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  performed.  Can  we  wonder  then  at 
the  impression  of  a  fine  Cathedral  service  for  the  first  time 
heard  ?  The  extent  and  beauty  of  the  building  makes  it  a 
temple  worthy  of  the  Creator;  the  swelling  tones  of  the 
organ  seems  to  fill  and  hallow  the  whole  vast  building. 
The  service  may  at  first  confuse  the  novice,  but  if  well 
done  cannot  fail  even  at  first  to  have  left  impressions  and  the 
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ringing  recollection  of  some  sentences  which  never  leave  the 
heart.  To  bring  this  service  home  to  our  own  peculiar 
Church,  as  far  as  possible,  to  see  all  our  friends  and  neigh- 
bours partake  with  us  of  the  very  best  possible  form  of 
prayer  and  praise,  is  not  only  natural,  but  just  and  right. 
It  has  been  this  want,  this  heart's  desire  on  the  part  of  so 
many,  which  has  patronized  and  filled  those  temples,  where 
have  been  those  warm  and  living  testimonies  of  real  worship. 
It  may  be  said  the  peculiar  beauty  of  Protestant  worship  is 
its  grave  simplicity — true  as  far  as  the  absence  of  all  eye- 
service  is  concerned,  and  its  direct  appeal  through  the  Saviour 
to  the  Creator,  and  the  fact  that  the  Minister  prays  with  the 
people  ;  but  that  this  should  be  acceptable  it  is  not  necessary 
to  make  the  responses  cold  and  heartless.  Let  any  sensible 
and  unprejudiced  person  walk  through  our  Churches,  and 
report  upon  the  facts.  He  will  find  edifices  warmly  pewed 
and  nearly  empty,  surrounding  the  Metropolitan  Cathedral ; 
he  will  find  its  hard  benches  and  chilling  cold  braved  by  a  large 
attendance ;  in  the  afternoon  an  overflowing  mass  of  attentive 
hearers.  He  will  see  among  them  the  young  and  particularly 
that  age  and  class  whose  passions  and  positions  would  take 
them  to  the  ale-house  or  amusements.  If  he  looked  in  where 
such  preachers  as  Mr.  Dale  were,  he  would  find  his  parishioners 
felt  his  value  and  his  efforts,  by  the  fully-filled  house  of  God. 
So  in  Westminster  Abbey — so  in  Miss  Burdett  Coutts's  new 
church — so  in  St.  Paul's,  Knightsbridge,  and  St.  Barnabas, 
where  the  services  are  as  different  with  the  same  prayers,  the 
very  same  words,  to  what  they  may  be,  without  inviduously 
naming  them,  in  the  surrounding  Churches,  as  it  is  possible 
to  make  a  difference  in  the  same  thing.  What  would  be  his 
reflections  ? — the  people  of  England  are  a  moral  people,  so 
they  say  ;  and  yet  their  police  reports  and  the  assize  reports 
in  their  public  journals  would  give  a  flat  contradiction  to 
their  moral  pretensions — for  if  so  much  of  infamous  crime 
becomes  a  matter  of  judicial  enquiry  what  must  there  be 
hidden  from  general  knowledge  ?  Perhaps  this  mass  of  de- 
bauchery and  crime  is  confined  to  the  lowest  classes,  and  they 
know  no  better ! — Is  it  so  ? 

The  English  are  essentially  a  religious  people,  so  it  has 
been  printed  and  published.  We  have  looked  into  their 
Churches,  and  we  find  that  it  depends  not  upon  the  form  of 
religion,  not  upon  whether  it  is  Church  of  England,  or  this, 
or  that  sect,  but  upon  the  popularity  of  the  Preacher,  or 
whether  a  part  of  the  service  is  chanted  or  repeated,  whether 
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the  Church  fills  or  is  empty — Is  not  this  true  ?  Leaving  out 
the  Cathedral  and  the  Abbey  where  the  services  are  splendid, 
and  the  seats  are  free  !  do  not  such  Churches  as  are  ministered 
in  by  clever  and  able  Preachers  fill — not  once,  or  twice,  not 
merely  by  casual  enquirers,  not  for  curiosity  alone,  but  from 
pleasure,  from  inward  satisfaction,  and  then  from  habitual 
love  and  reverence  for  God's  house  and  word.  And  in  more 
recent  days  has  not  the  warmer  service,  the  singing  and  the 
chanting,  brought  together  as  large,  as  attentive,  and  as 
devout  a  congregation  as  the  best  Preacher  ?  It  is  then  within 
the  power  of  every  Minister,  so  to  attract — so  to  interest — 
so  to  keep  his  flock.  To  every  man  it  is  not  given  to  be  a 
fine  Preacher,  to  very  few  to  be  really  effective  readers  ;  but 
it  is  in  the  power  of  every  Minister  to  interest  the  members 
of  his  parish  to  assist,  to  organize,  to  teach  the  young,  what 
alone  can  make  the  public  expression  of  the  Psalms  that 
which  they  are  capable  of  being,  praise,  penitence,  prayer, 
and  prophetic,  in  its  fullest  feeling.  Doubtless  to  read  pro- 
perly the  Psalms,  with  a  determination  to  master  their 
meaning  and  beauty,  in  the  closet  is  in  everybody's  power; 
but  as  a  part  of  our  service  they  are  lost  when  repeated  verse 
by  verse  alternately,  Priest  and  Clerk ;  and  thus  with  all  parts 
of  the  service,  except  the  absolute  prayers  proper.  Some  alte- 
ration is  decidedly  necessary,  and  if  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury could  see  and  hear  young  children  in  a  family  chanting 
the  whole  service  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  Sunday 
after  Sunday,  laying  the  proper  emphasis  and  stress  upon  the 
different  parts,  he  would  feel  that  no  ordinary  form  of  cold 
repetition  could  have  such  charms,  or  so  have  entwined  itself 
on  the  minds  of  such  young  creatures. 

There  can  be  no  presumption  in  saying,  from  an  earnest  de- 
sire to  see  all  persons  of  all  classes  really  engaged  in  proper 
devotion,  and  taking  away  with  them  its  hallowed  feelings ; 
that  a  warmer  service  than  that  of  our  usual  Parish  Churches 
is  necessary  and  would  be  extremely  beneficial,  and  therefore 
to  hear  that  the  Primate  declares  we  are  farther  than  ever 
from  any  change  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  though  perhaps 
the  description  of  change  forms  the  difficulty.  From  anxious 
observation  in  constant  attendance  at  St.  Paul's  and  the 
Abbey  it  would  be  impossible  to  consent  to  the  view  that  the 
service  is  too  long — such  entire  devotional  attention  proves  the 
contrary.  The  service  is  only  found  too  long  when  it  falls 
dull  and  cold  on  the  ear  and  the  heart  is  not  touched;  nor 
could  it  be  recommended  to  adopt  the  mode  at  St.  Barnabas, 


16 

which  fatigues  the  person  by  its  whole-day  prayers  ;  the  divi- 
sion of  the  morning  service  so  as  to  introduce  two  sermons 
gives  more  for  the  attendant  to  understand  and  apply  than 
almost  any  person  is  capable  of,  with  the  first  part,  or  second 
service,  over  at  ten  or  a  little  after ;  the  next,  commencing  with 
the  Litany  at  eleven,  with  the  scramble  for  seats,  all  creates  a 
state  of  excitement  in  the  regular  attendant,  and  indeed 
obliges  the  more  distant  residents  to  remain  the  interval  in 
the  Church,  while  it  destroys  all  the  social  comfort  of  a  house, 
making  Sunday  any  thing  but  a  day  of  rest  and  peace.  One 
of  the  failings  of  St.  Barnabas  is  that  it  does  too  much  ; 
Holy  Communion  every  morning — some  persons  regularly 
day  by  day  partaking  of  it ;  this  is  surely  an  error,  but  too 
serious  to  be  thus  discussed.  It  may  be  merely  therefore 
observed,  that  as  it  is  impossible  for  everybody  so  to  attend, 
the  very  few  who  can,  or  do,  must  pre-suppose  a  peculiar 
state  of  holiness.  In  fact,  the  grave  mischief  of  St.  Barnabas 
and  Mr.  Bennett's  system  is  to  make  the  Church  all  in  all,  to 
the  destruction  of  all  those  household  comforts  which  an 
Englishman  and  a  Protestant  deems  essential  to  his  happiness. 
There  certainly  is  great  difficulty  in  doing  good,  and  steering 
clear  of  running  it  into  evil,  and  as  the  evening  service  may 
abstract  from  the  public  house,  so  it  may,  where  nothing  is 
to  prevent  attendance,  utterly  destroy  all  the  peace  and 
comfort  of  a  home ;  but  if  the  service  were  not  peculiar,  if 
there  were  no  excitement,  if  indeed  the  same  service  might 
be  obtained  anywhere,  then  the  attendance  would  be  rational, 
constant  on  the  Sabbath,  and  occasional  in  the  week. 

Mr.  Bennett's  .social  mischief  arises  from  his  giving  too 
much  of  a  good  thing,  while  nobody  else  gives  any  ;  his 
spiritual  mischief,  from  his  not  being  content  with  even  his 
filled  quantity  of  what  is  really  good,  but  he  must  spice 
his  service  and  so  fever  the  imagination  that  his  followers 
must  go  on  from  garnish  to  garnish,  until  they  get  into 
the  full  course  of  Romish  idolatry.  Why,  it  may  be  asked, 
could  not  Mr.  Bennett,  and  others  of  his  way  of  thinking,  do 
good,  without  doing  evil — the  answer  is  the  best  Protestant 
enunciation — they  are  but  men,  with  like  passions  and  finite 
judgment  as  ourselves;  if  they  preach  the  infallibility  of  the 
Church  and  its  Ministers,  and  the  necessity  of  implicit  obedi- 
ence, lo,  we  have  the  weakness  and  infirmity  of  their 
actions. 

Mr.  Bennett,  who  would  preach  the  Gospel  and  condemn 
for  an  implied  error,  resigns  morally  and  religiously  his  duties 
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and  Church,  but  retains  them  legally;  here  is  a  quibble, 
here  is  a  falling  off;  here  is  a  tumbling,  not  even  a  descent, 
from  his  high  estate.  Does  Mr.  Bennett  feel,  or  believe  that 
the  few  fanatical  friends  who  surround  and  support  him,  and 
the  tears  and  the  nonsense  of  the  silly  women,  who  moan  over 
the  possible  loss  of  their  idols,  is  a  compensation,  or  justifi- 
cation ?  does  he  not,  in  his  heart  know  that  he  has  mistaken 
his  position,  power  and  strength  ?  It  cannot  be  too  often 
repeated  that  the  English  people  require  their  Church  ser- 
vice, such  'as  it  is  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  to  be 
performed  in  the  best  possible  manner,  with  sincerity  and 
earnestness;  but  they  do  not  require  and  will  not  tolerate 
that  the  Priest  in  return  shall  dominate  either  over  them,  or 
their  families ;  they  desire  perfect  freedom  and  thought,  and 
as  the  Bible  is  as  intelligible  to  them  as  to  their  Ministers  of 
religion,  they  object  seriously  to  those  strained  readings 
which  the  passages  will  not  bear,  and  which  in  truth  the 
Gospels  do  not  require  to  establish  all  the  perfection  of  God- 
liness, all  that  man  can  know,  and  much  more  than  he  dare 
hope  to  attain.  Social  sermons,  like  those  of  the  late  witty 
divine,  Sydney  Smith,  are  always  eminently  popular,  and 
though  the  evangelical  may  condemn,  such  class  sermons  have 
a  much  greater  general  effect  than  for  ever  trying  to  prove 
this  world  must  be  one  of  misery  and  trial,  that  all  our  efforts 
are  vain ;  that  we  are  necessarily  too  weak  to  do  good  and 
that  in  fact  to  be  a  Christian  is  to  be  a  miserable  sufferer ;  or, 
as  the  high  church  would  persuade  its  followers,  a  part  of  the 
Christian's  life  is  to  suffer  a  continued  martyrdom  in  the 
world  and  in  their  families,  until  it  causes  its  poor  votaries  to 
quarrel  with  everybody  around  them,  and  renders  them 
really  miserable  before  they  can  believe  themselves  religious. 
How  many  wives  secretly  condemn  their  husbands  while  he 
is  labouring  heart  and  strength  to  support  his  misled  wife— > 
how  many  "  foolish  virgins  "  are  breaking  the  fifth  command- 
ment, and  making  themselves  unfit  for  wives,  or  mothers,  by 
the  overwrought  efforts  of  the  Church.  At  St.  Barnabas 
these  unhappy  devotees  seem  to  live  in  the  Church — it  is 
one  continued  excitement — before  daylight  until  half-past  nine 
at  night  it  is  Church  !  Church !  The  good  thus  so  runs  to 
evil,  that  it  requires  the  calm  and  judicious  regulation  of 
the  Bishop  to  arrange  the  due  services.  He  has  now 
ordered  the  early  morning  Holy  Communion  service  to  be 
discontinued,  and  this  is  one  step  in  the  right  path.  The 
sermon    before  the  Litany  service — if  so,   that   is  another. 
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So  many  sermons  do  harm  and  confuse,  and  as  they  are  by 
different  Ministers  and  on  different  subjects  can  hardly  be 
impressive  in  their  results.  If  the  Bishop  were  to  order 
down  the  pretty  brass  gates,  and  let  the  congregation  feel  as 
in  a  Protestant  Church,  and  not  a  Roman  Catholic  Chapel ; 
that  they  were  worshipping  with  the  Priest  and  not  being 
distinctively  separated  from  him,  it  would  relieve  the  place 
from  practices  which  grieve  the  sober-minded,  and  would 
hallow  the  whole  edifice  alike,  instead  of  that  special  sanctity 
which  it  is  sought  at  St.  Barnabas  to  throw  around  the 
ministrators  of  the  service,  beyond  the  worshippers.  Enclosing 
the  whole  choir  within  the  altar  strikes  with  wonder  the 
simple  Protestant  that  the  Bishop  should  have  permitted, 
let  alone  justified,  such  a  departure  from  the  forms  of  the 
Reformed  Church  and  such  an  evident  approach  to  the  Roman. 
The  Bishop  has  in  consequence  a  doubly-difficult  part  to 
play ;  himself  the  reviver  of  some  of  the  ancient  and  un- 
popular rites,  he  has  looked  complacently  on  at  Mr.  Dods- 
worth,  Mr.  Bennett  and  others — hoping  and  fearing  at  the 
same  time — doubtless  believing  that  the  many  who  were  thus 
brought  to  a  constant  and  devout  attendance  would  more 'than 
counterbalance  the  evil  of  the  few,  who  unable  to  restrict 
themselves  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Rubric,  must 
go  from  the  worship  of  the  head  and  heart  to  the  eye  and 
fancy  until  nothing  satisfies  them.  Pity  it  is  that  the  best 
mode  of  service  should  so  frequently  be  accompanied  by 
dogmatic  teaching  and  the  highest  pretension  of  the  Church 
and  for  the  Church.  It  is  this  overstraining  for  what  is  not 
attainable  that  misleads  and  dazzles,  and  unhappily  induces 
the  serious  reflection  and  the  serious  error,  that  because  our 
Church  dates  from  the  Reformation  in  its  present  form,  that 
of  the  Roman  being  the  seceded  from,  must  be  the  only 
Catholic  Church  ;  while  the  very  simplicity  of  the  primitive 
Church,  with  its  purity  and  Gospel  truth,  causes  it  to  be 
overlooked  through  its  absence  from  forms.  The  motives 
declared  by  Mr.  Wilberforce  and  others  for  their  conversion 
show  how  little  they  could  have  understood  the  principles  of 
the  Reformation,  and  the  enlargement  given  to  faith  by  the 
Protestant  established  religion.  How  narrow  and  bigoted 
their  feelings,  and  how  incapable  of  teaching  the  great  doc- 
trines of  the  Bible  in  its  full  integrity,  its  hope,  its  blessings, 
its  consolation  and  its  promises  they  were,  or  of  teaching  and 
preaching  to  men  of  education  and  freedom.  Men  with  such 
minds  and  such  doubts  are  better  far  away  from  the  Church 
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of  England ;  they  will  be  no  benefit  to  any  Church — they 
may  be  energetic,  impetuous,  zealous — but  they  never  can  be 
truthful — no  religious  convert  yet  has  been  consistent,  when 
they  have  closed  any  portion  of  the  Bible,  and  admitted  the 
validity  of  the  writings  of  men.  We  have  nothing  to  lose  in 
the  Church  of  England  by  such  seceders  as  Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  or  their  fellows ;  and  if  Dr.  Pusey  or  the 
Bishop  of  Exeter  were  to  turn  Roman  Catholic  to-morrow, 
it  would  but  strengthen  the  pure  Protestant  principle  in  this 
country ;  and  it  is  indeed  to  be  hoped,  through  the  blessing 
of  the  Almighty  and  the  Great  Head  of  our  Church,  that  all 
its  members  may  unite,  not  in  religious  controversy,  but  in 
love  and  moderation  to  put  aside  all  differences  of  feeling 
among  themselves,  and  to  draw  all  those  who  dissent  frcm 
them  into  one  fold  under  one  shepherd,  Jesus  Christ  the 
righteous. 

To  accomplish  this  blessed  object  requires  certainly  more 
than  the  devout  wishes  of  the  philanthropist — much  must 
depend  on  the  temper  and  discretion  of  the  Legislature.     If 
the  members  of  both  Houses,  seriously  reflecting  how  much 
depends  on  the   calm  consideration    of  the  whole  question, 
taking  it  in  its  reality  as  a  religious  question  only,  apply  to 
it  practical  moderate  councils,  the  precipitant  error  of  the 
Papacy  may  redound  to  the  extension,  honor  and  secuiity  of 
the  Protestant  Church.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  intemperate 
zeal  induces  crimination  and  recrimination  ;  if  hasty  and  ill- 
considered  measures  are  propounded,  a  religious  intolerant 
war  of  opinion  may  be  the  curse  of  the  country.      It  is  un- 
fortunate that  the  monarchs  of  other  countries  seem  to  have 
not  only  countenanced,  but  congratulated  Dr.  Wiseman  on 
the  very  act  that  has  insulted  all  England  and  her  Queen. 
If  this  public  report  be  true,  the  aggression  takes  indeed  a 
more  serious  aspect ;  if  Roman  Catholic  Europe  is  to  inter- 
fere and  be  pitted  against  the  Protestant  Catholic  Church,  it 
is  time  we  should  be  prepared  to  fight  the  good  fight  of  our 
faith — it  is  time  we  should  fling  away  our  liberality  of  feeling 
and  doubts  as  to  the  inherent  enmity  and  persecution  of  the 
Romish  Church  existing  in  these  enlightened  times ;  as  it  did 
against  the  Albigenses  and  Waldenses,  and   has  against  all 
reform  of  its  abuses,  more  or  less  virulently,  and  in  fact  does 
still  exist;  and  that  we  should  buckle  on  our  armour  of  faith, 
and  prepare  for  the  most  deadly  struggle  that  ever  man  saw. 
Germany  is  divided — it  would  require  but  a  single  straw  to 
set  in  blaze  the  slumbering  fire  which  there  exists.     It  would 
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be  presumption  to  prophecy  such  a  war  from  the  evidences 
now  before  us,  it  would  be  equally  folly  to  deny  not  only  the 
possibility,  but  the  probabilities. 

It  is  sufficient  that  those  who  believe  in  Revelation  may 
look  for  some  great  change  in  the  Church  of  Christ.  The 
revolutions  of  1848  were  fit  harbingers  :  Dynasties  have  been 
shaken — Kings  dispersed — the  Pope  a  refugee.  What  is  to 
be  the  rc-action  ?  Can  it  be  despotism  in  civil  government,  or 
domination  in  religious  ?  hardly  either ;  but  an  attempt  may 
be  made  to  recover  the  shock  the  Papacy  has  received  at  the 
hands  of  its  own  subjects,  by  trying  its  strength  in  more 
distant  regions.  Certainly  we  may  now  believe  that  secret 
efforts  have  long  been  at  work  in  this  country,  and  though  we 
are  apt  to  treat  with  contempt  all  under-hand  endeavours  of 
every  sort,  and  to  feel  that  liberty  of  conscience  and  freedom 
of  thought  and  action  can  only  be  maintained  by  leaving 
every  one  free  to  accept  or  reject,  the  teaching  offered  to 
them ;  yet  it  behoves  not  only  the  Clergy  of  our  Church,  but 
all  others,  to  be  on  their  guard  to  leave  no  person  open  to 
mis-guidance,  or  neglect.  There  is  a  general  disposition  to 
religious  observances,  and  it  will  depend  upon  the  wisdom  of 
Parliament  not  to  fan  a  flame  of  discord,  but  to  meet  in 
moderation  and  judgment  the  sensible  and  natural  wishes  of 
almost  all  persons  in  the  prescribed  forms  of  our  Church 
service,  and  the  admission  of  all  consciences  within  its  minis- 
trations. There  are  many  points  of  differences,  which  might 
be  touched  on,  but  they  do  not  belong  to  such  mere  reflections 
as  these,  which  aspire  to  no  learning,  to  no  disquisition — but 
merely  to  draw  the  attention  of  other  laymen,  similarly 
situated,  similarly  anxious,  under  God's  blessing,  to  train  up 
those  committed  to  their  charge  pure,  holy,  acceptable,  as 
simple  Protestant  Christians. 


London,  January  ]»t,  185L 


I.   M.   KENDALL,   PRIM TE»,   8,    FHILPOT   LAVE,   CITT. 
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